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Domestic medical journals in the Web of Science — The main route to
inclusion of Serbian medicine in the world scientific streams

Domac¢i medicinski ¢asopisi u Web of Science — glavni put za ukljucenje srpske

medicine u svetske naucne tokove

Silva Dobri¢

Institute for Scientific Information, Military Medical Academy, Belgrade, Serbia

In late July 2014, almost at the same time when new im-
pact factors (IF) of scientific journals for the previous year 2013
were published, in the journal Scientometrics an article of Iva-
novic and Ho ' was published dealing with the analysis of arti-
cles from the Republic of Serbia published in the period 2006—
2012 in journals that are indexed in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) database. As a reminder, the SCIE is the larg-
est bibliographic and citation database of the Institute for Scien-
tific Information (ISI, Philadelphia, USA), now a part of the
Thomson Reuters, which together with the other two databases,
Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) and the Arts and Humani-
ties Citation Index (AHCI), is the backbone of the so-called
world scientific network — the Web of Science (WoS), in which
a little more than 12,000 journals with the highest impact in the
world of science are included. On the basis of citations of arti-
cles published in journals that accompany the WoS, their offi-
cially recognized IFs are calculated and published in the Journal
Citation Reports (JCR). In the JCR scientific journals are dis-
tributed in 232 scientific disciplines and within each discipline
are listed according to the value of IF, from the most influential
(with the highest IF) to the least influential (with the lowest IF).
Indexing of a journal in the WoS databases provides it greater
visibility on international scientific scene and potentially a
greater impact on the international scientific community. It is
therefore the understandable desire of scientists to publish their
articles primarily in such journals.

The abovementioned analysis of Ivanovic and Ho ' showed
that the Serbian scientists in the period 20062012 published a to-
tal of 14,293 articles in journals covered by the SCIE database, out
of which the largest number (1,633 or 11%) was published in the
category “General and Internal Medicine”, which means that the
domestic researchers from the medical scientific field in the re-
porting period were the most productive. It should be noted that
this number of articles by domestic authors in the category “Gen-
eral and Internal Medicine” accounts up to 1.5% of all articles that
were published in this period in the SCIE covered journals in that
category. A significant increase in the number of articles of our
scientists in the field of "General and Internal Medicine" was fea-
tured after 2008, which coincides with the inclusion in the SCIE

Krajem jula 2014, gotovo istovremeno kada su objav-
ljeni i novi faktori uticaja (impakt faktori — IF) nau¢nih ¢aso-
pisa za prethodnu 2013. godinu, u ¢asopisu Scientometrics
objavljen je &lanak Ivanoviéa i Ho-a ' u kome je izvriena
analiza radova srpskih naucnika objavljenih u periodu 2006—
2012. u ¢asopisima uvrStenim u bazu nau¢ne publicistike Sci-
ence Citation Index Expanded (SCIE). Podsecanja radi, baza
SCIE je najveéa bibliografsko-citatna baza Instituta za nauc-
ne informacije (Ingtitute for Scientific Information, Philadel-
phia, USA), sada u sastavu kompanije Thomson Reuters, koja
zajedno sa druge dve baze, Social Science Citation Index
(SSCI) i Arts and Humanities Citation Index (AHCI), &ini
okosnicu tzv. svetske nauéne mreze — Web of Science (WoS)
u koju je trenutno ukljuceno nesto vise od 12 000 Casopisa sa
najve¢im uticajem u svetskoj nauci. Na osnovu citiranosti
¢lanaka iz Casopisa koje prate baze WoS-a izraCunavaju se
zvani¢no priznati IF pojedinih ¢asopisa koji se, potom, obja-
vljuju u publikaciji Journal Citation Reports (JCR). U JCR-u
Casopisi su rasporedeni u 232 naucne discipline, a unutar
svake discipline navedeni su prema vrednosti IF, od najuti-
cajnijeg (s najvisSim IF) prema najmanje uticajnom (s najni-
zim IF). Ulazak nekog Casopisa u sistem pracenja baza WoS-
a obezbeduje mu vecéu vidljivost na medunarodnooj sceni i
potencijalno veci uticaj na medunarodne naucne tokove. Sto-
ga, razumljiva je i Zelja naucnika da svoje radove prvenstve-
1o objavljuju u takvim Easopisima .

Napred pomenuta analiza Ivanoviéa i Ho ' pokazala je
da su srpski naucnici u periodu 2006-2012. godine u ¢asopi-
sima koje prati baza SCIE objavili ukupno 14 293 ¢lanka, od
kojih je najveéi broj (1 633 ili 11%) objavljen u kategoriji
,,Opsta i interna medicina®, $to znaci da su domaci istrazivaci
iz medicinskog naucnog polja u posmatranom periodu bili
najproduktivniji. Treba ista¢i da ovaj broj ¢lanaka domacih
autora u kategoriji ,,Opsta i interna medicina“ predstavlja ¢ak
1,5% svih ¢lanaka koji su u tom periodu objavljeni u ¢asopi-
sima iz te kategorije. Znacajan porast broja objavljenih ¢la-
naka nasih naucnika u oblasti ,,Opste i interne medicine® bio
je najizraziti posle 2008. godine, §to koincidira sa ukljuce-
njem u bazu SCIE dva domac¢a medicinska Casopisa: Vojno-
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two domestic medical journals: the Vojnosanitetski Pregled (VSP)
and the Spski Arhiv za Celokuupno Lekarstvo. In these journals
(particularly in the VSP) the most articles in the category "General
and Internal Medicine" were published by domestic authors. Al-
though the VSP and Spski Arhiv za Celokupno Lekarstvo have at
the moment very low IF (0.269 and 0.169, respectively), which
calls into question the actual impact of Serbian scientists from
medical scientific fields to the world scientific streams, it is obvi-
ous that these two journals represent the main route to access in-
ternational scientific scene for most domestic medical experts and
thanks to them they and their articles, have a chance to be recog-
nized and cited by international scientific community.

This is probably why already a few previous years, espe-
cially after inclusion of the VSP in the SCIE database in 2008,
we recorded a constant influx of a large number of manuscript
in the Editorial Office of the Journal. In the past year, namely
from December 15, 2013 to December 15, 2014 the Editorial
Office of the VSP received a total of 314 manuscripts: 74
(23.6%) from the military medical facilities, 194 (61.8%) from
the civilian medical and academic institutions, and 46 (14.6%)
from abroad. This number is about 28% higher than in 2013, or
about 12% higher than in 2012, and is an indicator of conti-
nously high interest of both domestic authors and those from
abroad to publish their articles in our journal. We are particu-
larly pleased with the fact that more and more authors from
abroad want to publish their articles in the VSP making it to be
a “real” international scintific journal.

As in previous years, the largest number of manuscripts re-
ceived during 2014 belongs to the category of Original articles
(202 or 64.3%), followed by those from the category Case re-
ports (76 or 24.2%), and those from the category Current topics
and General review (19 or 6%). From these papers 43 (13.7%)
were archived as inappropriate without sending to reviewers, so
the remaining 271 (86.3%) of the received papers came in the
reviewing process. Out of these papers, 146 (53.9%) have been
already evaluated by reviewers (of that number 70.5% after revi-
sions were accepted for publication, and 29.5% were rejected),
while the remaining 125 (46.1%) papers are still under review.

In the past year, a total of 185 articles from different cate-
gories were published in the VSP (Table 1). As in previous
years, the largest number of articles belonged to the categories
of Original articles (54.6%) and Case reports (22.7%), which
corresponds to the structure of received papers in earlier years.
As in the earlier few years, during 2014, each month, along
with the printed issue of the Journal, 46 articles were elec-
tronically published as OnLine-First, with the corresponding
DOI numbers, so that these articles were available to readers at
the website of the Journal and via doiSerbia service before
publication in the printed version of the Journal.

When analyzing the published articles in the VSP in 2014 by
the authors' affiliations, once again, as in previous years, the largest
number of them (including book reviews) was by the authors from
the so-called ‘civilian institutions’, domestic and foreign civilian
and Military medical institutions (69.2 %), followed by the articles
co-written by authors from both civilian and military medical in-
stitutions (16.7%), while the lowest number of articles was
by the authors from the Military Medical Academy and other
military medical centers (14.1%). Analysis of the published

sanitetskog pregleda (VSP) i Srpskog arhiva za celokupno le-
karstva. Upravo u njima, pogotovo u VSP-u, objavljen je i
najveci broj ¢lanaka domacih autora. Iako i VSP i Srpski ar-
hiv za celokupno lekarstvo imaju trenutno skroman IF (0,269,
odnosno 0,169), §to dovodi u pitanje stvarni uticaj srpskih
naucnika iz medicinskog nau¢nog polja na svetske naucne
tokove, ocito je da su ova dva Casopisa za vec¢inu domacih
medicinskih struénjaka glavni izlaz na medunarodnu nau¢nu
scenu i da zahvaljujuc¢i njima oni, odnosno njihovi radovi,
imaju Sansu da budu prepoznati i citirani u medunarodnim
nau¢nim krugovima.

Ovo je verovatno razlog §to ve¢ nekoliko prethodnih
godina, pogotovo posle uklju¢enja VSP u bazu SCIE 2008.
godine, belezimo konstantno veliki priliv radova u Redakciju
naseg Casopisa.

U protekloj godini, tacnije od 15.12. 2013. do 15.12.
2014. godini u Redakciju VSP-a stiglo je ukupno 314 radova:
74 (23,6%) iz vojnozdravstvenih ustanova, 194 (61,8%) iz
civilnih zdravstvenih i akademskih institucija i 46 (14,6%) iz
inostranstva. Ovaj broj je za oko 28% visi nego u 2013. go-
dini, odnosno oko 12% vi$i nego u 2012, i pokazatelj je nes-
manjenog interesovanja kako domacih autora, tako i onih iz
inostranstva da objave rad u nasem casopisu. Posebno raduje
podatak o 14,6% pristiglih radova ¢iji su autori iz inostrans-
tva, §to pokazuje zainteresovanost i medunarodne naucne ja-
vnosti da objavljuje radove u VSP-u, §to ga sve viSe Cini
»pravim“ medunarodnim ¢asopisom.

Kao i prethodnih godina, najveci broj pristiglih radova
tokom 2014. godine pripada kategoriji Originalnih ¢lanaka
(202 ili 64,3%), zatim slede Prikazi slucajeva (76 ili 24,2%),
pa radovi iz kategorije Aktuelne teme i Opsti pregledi (19 ili
6%). Od ovih radova 43 (13,7%) su arhivirana kao neodgova-
rajuca bez prethodnog slanja recenzentima, tako da je u pos-
tupak recenzije usao 271 (86,3%) rad. Od tog broja recen-
zentski je obradeno 146 (53,9%) radova (od njih je 70,5%,
nakon ucinjenih korekcija prihvaéeno za publikovanje, a
29,5% je odbijeno), dok se preostalih 125 (46,1%) jo$ nalazi
u postupku recenzije.

U protekloj godini, na stranicama VSP-a objavljeno je
ukupno 185 ¢lanaka iz razli¢itih kategorija (Tabela 1). Kao i
do sada, najveci broj objavljenih ¢lanaka pripadao je katego-
riji Originalni ¢lanci (54,6%) 1 onima iz kategorije Prikaz
bolesnika (22,7%), Sto odgovara i strukturi primljenih radova
u ranijim godinama. I tokom 2014, svaki mesec, uz Stampani
broj ¢asopisa, 4—6 ¢lanaka bilo je objavljeno elektronski kao
OnLine-Firdt, sa pripadaju¢im DOI brojem, tako da su ti ra-
dovi bili dostupni Citaocima preko sajta Casopisa i servisa
DOISerbiai pre objave u $tampanoj verziji.

S obzirom na institucije autora ¢iji su radovi objavljeni
u VSP-u u toku protekle godine, ponovo je, kao i prethodnih
godina, najveci broj objavljenih radova (ukljucujuci i prikaze
knjiga) bio od autora iz civilnih institucija, domacih i stranih
(69,2%), zatim slede zajednicki radovi autora iz civilnih i
vojnozdravstvenih institucija, uglavnom iz VMA (16,7%),
dok je najmanje radova bilo od autora iz VMA i drugih voj-
nozdravstvenih centara (14,1%). Ako se posebno analiziraju
radovi ¢iji su autori, odnosno koautori iz inostranstva, njih je
medu objavljenim radovima u 2014. godini bilo 28 (15,1%).
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Table 1

Categories and the number of articles published in the Vojnosanitetski Pregled in 2014/
Kategorije i broj ¢lanaka objavljenih u Vojnosanitetskom pregledu u 2014.

Category / Kategorija - Articles/ Clanci %
Editorial/ Uvodnik 6 32
Original Article/ Originalni ¢lanak 101 54.6
General Review/ Opsti pregled 6 32
Current Topic/ Aktuelna tema 10 5.4
Practical Advice for Physicians/ Seminar 1 0.5
prakti¢nog lekara

Case Report/ Prikaz slu¢aja 42 22.7
Preliminary Report/ Prethodno saopstenje 1 0.5
Short Communication/ Kratko saopstenje 5 2.8
History of Medicine/ Istorija medicine 5 2.8
Letter to the Editor/Pismo uredniku 2 1
Book Review/ Prikaz knjige 6 3.3
Total/ Ukupno 185 100.0

articles whose authors or co-authors were from abroad revealed
that their number in 2014 was 28 (15.1%).

Of the most important events for the Journal that occurred
during 2014, we must mention the reconstruction of national
and international Editorial board at the beginning of the year °,
entered by several new members, prominent experts from vari-
ous fields of medicine, then obtaining a new IF for 2013 (at the
end of July) that increased from the previous 0.21 in 2012 to
0.269 (the increase of 28%), as well as marking of the 70th
birthday of the Journal (in September) *. For that occasion bib-
liography of all articles published in the Journal over the past
70 years was prepared in an electronic form (on CDs) and a
film about the Journal that can be found on our website.

Taking into account the above-mentiond, we can say that
2014 was successful for our Journal, even according to some
indicators and more successful than previous years. With the
hope that this trend of success will go on in the New Year
2015, I want to thank for very fruitful cooperation to all the
editors, reviewers and authors of the VSP. In particular, I
would emphasize a significant contribution of our reviewers to
improving the quality of articles published in the Journal pro-
viding it better positioning in the international scientific scene.
The names of reviewers who were involved in reviewing the
manuscripts received in the past year are given in Table 2.

Od vaznijih dogadaja za Casopis koji su se odigrali u to-
ku 2014. godine, svakako treba spomenuti rekonstrukciju
domaceg 1 medunarodnog uredivackog odbora pocetkom go-
dine °, u koji je uslo nekoliko novih ¢lanova, istaknutih stru¢-
njaka iz razli¢itih oblasti medicine, zatim dobijanje novog IF
za 2013. godinu (krajem jula) ¢ija je vrednost povecana sa
prethodne 0,21 na 0,269 (povecanje za 28%), kao i proslavu
70. rodendana &asopisa (u septembru) *. Za tu priliku izdata
je u elektronskom obliku (na CD-u) bibliografija svih radova
objavljenih u Casopisu tokom proteklih 70 godina. Takode,
uraden je i film o Casopisu koji se moze pogledati na nasem
sajtu.

Uzimajuéi u obzir napred navedeno, mozemo slobodno
reci da je 2014. godina bila uspesna za na$ Casopis, Cak pre-
ma nekim pokazateljima i uspesnija od prethodnih godina. Sa
nadom da ¢e se ta tendencija uspeSnosti nastaviti i u Novoj
2015. godini zelim da se zahvalim na dosadasnjoj veoma
plodnoj saradnji svim urednicima, recenzentima i autorima
VSP-a. Posebno bih istakla znacajan doprinos recenzenata u
podizanju kvaliteta radova koji se objavljuju na stranicama
Casopisa, a time i u njegovom boljem pozicioniranju na me-
dunarodnoj nau¢noj sceni.

Imena recenzenata koji su bili angazovani za recenzira-
nje radova za VSP u protekloj godini data su u Tabeli 2.

Table 2

Reviewers of the Vojnosanitetski pregled in 2014 / Recenzenti Vojnosanitetskog pregleda u 2014. godini

Beleslin Branko
Berisavac Milica

Ac¢imovi¢ Slobodan
Aldawood S. Abdulaziz

Aleksi¢ Dragan Bokonji¢ Dubravko
Aleksié Petar Brki¢ Zlata
Anti¢ Branislav Bulat Petar

Antonijevi¢ Biljana Bumbeasirevi¢ Marko
Arsenijevi¢ Nebojsa
Arsenovi¢ Ranin Nevena
Arsovi¢ Nenad

Carevi¢ Momir
Cartea Maria Elena
Cvijanovi¢ Vlado

Baleti¢ Nenad

Balint Bela Cabarkapa Milanko
Bancevi¢ Vladimir Cekanac Radovan
Baskot Branislav Coli¢ Miodrag
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Covickovi¢ Sterni¢ Nada
Cutovi¢ Tatjana

Dragojevi¢ Simi¢ Viktorija
Dragovi¢ Tamara

Drapsin Miodrag

Duka Milos

Dulovi¢ Olga

Cuk Vladimir

Dakovi¢ Dragana

Dankuc Dragan Djordjevi¢ Brizita
Davidovi¢ Lazar Djurovi¢ Branka
Dedi¢ Gordana Djordjevi¢ Snezana

Dimi¢ Nadezda
Dinci¢ Evica
Dobri¢ Silva
Doder Radoje
Dopsaj Violeta

Djukanovi¢ Ljubica
Djuki¢ Mirjana
Djuri¢ Tatjana
Djurovi¢ Aleksandar
Djurovi¢ Branislav
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Gazivoda Dragan
Glibeti¢ Marija
Grdini¢ Aleksandra

Hajdukovi¢ Zoran
Hajjar M. Waseem
Haroche Julien

Ignjatovi¢ Mile
1li¢ Dragan

1li¢ Radoje

I1i¢ Tihomir
Ivanovi¢ Mirjana

Jakovljevi¢ Mihajlo
Jakovljevi¢ Vladimir
Jankovi¢ Borisav
Jankovi¢ Slavenka
Jankovi¢ Slobodan
Jovanovi¢ Dragana
Jovanovi¢ Ida
Jovanovi¢ Milo$
Jovi¢ Jasna

Jovi¢ Nebojsa

Jovi¢ Sto$i¢ Jasmina
Jovici¢ Bojan

Kandolf Sekulovi¢ Lidija
Kanjuh Vladimir
Konstantinovi¢ Ljubica
Konstantinovi¢ Vitomir
Kosti¢ Vladimir

Kostov Milos

Kot Jacek

Kovacevi¢ Nada
Kozarski Jefta

Kozomara Ruzica
Krivokapi¢ Zoran

Krstev Srmena

Kulesher R. Robert
Kumar Kushwaha Jitendra
Kundakovi¢ Tatjana

Laki¢ Dragana

Lazi¢ Miodrag

Lazi¢ Srdan

Lazi¢ Zoran

Leci¢ Tosevski Dusica
Lepsanovi¢ Zorica
Luka¢ Marija

Magi¢ Zvonko
Maksi¢ Boko
Mandi¢ Gaji¢ Gordana
Manojlovi¢ Nebojsa
Mari¢ Nada
Marjanovi¢ Ivan
Marjanovi¢ Marjan
Markovi¢ Dejan
Martinovi¢ Milica
Mati¢ Smiljana
Medenica Ivica
Mestrovi¢ Arijana
Mici¢ Dragan

Mici¢ Sava
Mihaljevi¢ Biljana
Miki¢ Dragan
Mikov Momir
Milenkovi¢ Marina
Milenkovi¢ Svetislav
Milovanovi¢ Dragan
Milovi¢ Novak
Mini¢ Predrag
Mirkovi¢ Darko
Mirkovi¢ Ljiljana
Mirovi¢ Veljko
Miti¢ Igor

Mujovi¢ Nebojsa
Mitrovi¢ Jovanovi¢ Ana

Nagorni Ljudmila
Neskovi¢ Konstantinovié¢
Zora

Nezi¢ Dusko

Nikoli¢ Branka

Nikoli¢ Purovi¢ Marina
Nikoli¢ Ljiljana

Nikoli¢ Ljubisa
Novakovi¢ Marijan
Nozi¢ Darko

Obradovi¢ Dragana
Obradovi¢ Slobodan
Opincal Stosi¢ Tatjana
Ostoji¢ Gordana

Pauni¢ Mila

Paunovi¢ Katarina
Pavlovi¢ Draskovi¢ Biljana
Pavlovi¢ Milorad

Peki¢ Sandra

Pekovi¢ Sandra

Peri¢ Aleksandar
Perunici¢ Jovan
Petroni¢ Markovi¢ Ivana
Petronijevi¢ Milan
Petrova Guenka
Petrovi¢ Silvana
Popovi¢ Nada

Popovi¢ Zoran

Potpara Tatjana

Rabrenovi¢ Milorad
Rabrenovi¢ Violeta
Radakovi¢ Sonja
Raden Slavica
Radojci¢ Ljiljana
Radosavljevi¢ Vladan
Rafajlovski Sasa
Raicevi¢ Ranko
Resan Mirko
Risovi¢ DusSica
Risti¢ Andelka
Risti¢ Arsen

Risti¢ Ljubisa
Roganovi¢ Zoran
Rutter Victoria

Sabo Ana

Sekulovi¢ Leposava
Sen Indrani

Sharma Shalini
Shoenfeld Yehuda
Simi¢ SneZana
Slavkovi¢ Slobodan
Slavkovi¢ Zoran

Spasi¢ Slavica
Spasojevi¢-Kalimanovska
Vesna

Stamatovi¢ Dragana
Stamenkovi¢ Dragoslav
Stamenkovi¢ DuSica
Stamenkovi¢ Miroslav
Stanci¢ Ivica

Stani¢ Vojkan
Stankovi¢ Goran
Stankovi¢ Nebojsa
Stanojevi¢ Paovi¢ Anka
Stefanovi¢ Dara
Stefanovi¢ DuSan
Stepanovi¢ Jelena

Stevanovi¢ Goran
Stimmelmayr Michael
Stojanov Marina
Stojanovi¢ Miodrag
Stosi¢ Sanja

Stosi¢ Srboljub

Sarac Momir

Sagi¢ Mirjana

Sipeti¢ Gruji¢i¢ Sandra
Suljagi¢ Vesna
Surbatovi¢ Maja
Susnjar Snezana

Tambur Zoran
Tang Shao-Tao
Tarabar Dino
Tarabar Olivera
Till Viktor
Todorovi¢ Ljubomir
Todorovi¢ Milena
Todorovi¢ Veljko
Tomi¢ Aleksandar
Trifunovi¢ Zoran
Tuki¢ Ljiljana
Tuli¢ Cane

Usaj Knezevi¢ Slavica

Vasiliji¢ Sasa

Vasiljevi¢ Ivana
Vasiljevi¢ Nada
Velickovi¢ Radovanovié¢
Radmila

Vezmar Kovacevi¢ Sandra
Vojvodi¢ Danilo

Vuceti¢ Dusan

Vucevi¢ Dragana
Vucicevi¢ Katarina
Vucéini¢ Slavica
Vukomanovi¢ Aleksandra
Vukosavljevic Gvozden
Tatjana

Vukosavljevi¢ Miroslav

Zeli¢ Obrad
Zoranovi¢ Uro$

Zarkov Marija
Zivoti¢ Vanovi¢ Mirjana
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